
F
ort H

uger is located
 in
 th
e n
orth

ern
 section

 of Isle of 
W
igh
t C
oun

ty. F
rom

 R
ou
te 10, follow

 th
e trailblazin

g 
sign

s. T
h
e fort’s en

tran
ce is located

 at th
e corn

er of 
L
aw
n
es N

eck D
rive an

d
 T
alcott T

errace. 
O
pen

 daily from
 8 a.m

. un
til dusk. 
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Fort H
uger 

 

15080 T
alcott T

errace, Sm
ithfield, V

irgin
ia 23430, (757) 357-0115 

F
ort H

uger is operated by 

Isle of W
ight C

oun
ty H

istoric R
esources D

iv
ision, D

epartm
en
t of T

ourism
 

Sm
ithfield &

 Isle of W
ight C

on
v
en
tion

 &
 V
isitors B

ureau 
(757) 357-5182 or 1-800-365-9339  V

isitSm
ithfieldIsleO

fW
ight.com

. 
 

L
isted

 on
 th
e N

ation
al R

egister of H
istoric P

laces, 

V
irgin

ia C
ivil W

ar T
rails, C

ap
tain

 Joh
n
 S
m
ith
's T

rail 
&
 C
orn
ell eB

ird
 S
ystem

 
 

C
olor photographs of F

ort H
uger by B

rett E
n
gland 

M
ap on

 cov
er from

 the C
on
federate E

n
gin

eer B
ureau, R

ichm
on
d, V

a.  
C
ourtesy of the Isle of W

ight C
ounty M

useum
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F
ort  

H
uger 

   The A
merican 

 C
ivil W

ar 
M
aj. G

en
. B

en
jam

in
 H

uger 
C
ourtesy of the N

ational H
istorical Society 

T
ypical C

iv
il W

ar en
cam

pm
en
t C

ourtesy of the L
ibrary of C

on
gress 

A
erial photograph of F

ort H
uger by D

av
id Saw

yer 

...b
ro
u
g
h
t co

n
flict to

 th
o
se livin

g
 alo

n
g th

e Jam
es 

R
iver’s so

u
th
 sh
o
re in

 Isle o
f W

ig
h
t C
o
u
n
ty. T

h
e Jam

es 

R
iver w

as co
n
sid
ered

 a co
n
cern

 fo
r C
o
n
fed
erate lead

ers 

as th
e river, co

n
fro
n
ted
 w
ith
 aggressive U

n
io
n
 n
aval 

actio
n
, co

u
ld
 lead

 w
arsh

ip
s d
irectly to

 R
ich
m
o
n
d
, th

e 

C
o
n
fed
erate cap

ital. 

     In
 1861, state en

gin
eer an

d
 arch

itect A
n
drew

 T
alcott w

as 

assign
ed th

e task of build
in
g d
efen

ses alon
g th

e Jam
es R

iver 

to protect again
st U

n
ion
 assault. H

e traveled
 up th

e Jam
es 

R
iver an

d ch
ose th

e m
ost suitable sites for gun

 batteries.  

In
 addition

 to batteries at F
ort B

oykin
, M

ulberry Islan
d, 

Jam
estow

n
 Islan

d an
d D

rew
ry’s B

luff, h
e also ch

ose  

H
ardy’s B

luff for th
e con

struction
 of F

ort H
uger.  

     N
am
ed
 fo
r C
o
m
m
an
d
er o

f th
e D

ep
artm

en
t o
f 

N
o
rfo
lk
 M
aj. G

en
. B
en
jam

in
 H
u
ger, th

e fo
rt w

as a 

strateg
ic m

ilitary p
o
sitio

n
 d
u
e to

 a d
eep

 n
avigab

le 

ch
an
n
el ju

st o
ffsh

o
re. 

In
 con

structin
g 

the fort, 
the C

on
federacy 

hired free black 
citizen

s from
 

Isle of W
ight C

oun
ty 

to supplem
en
t their 

lim
ited w

orkforce. 
T
his roll show

s 
the w

orkers' n
am

es, 
their jobs an

d their 
pay. M

ost w
ere paid 

fifty cen
ts a day. 


